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AT HER SIDE- -Actress Constance Bennett and her husband. Air Force Briq. 
Gen. John Theron Coulter, at a Universal Studios reception here in April. Gen. 
Coulter was at his wife's bedside when she died in a New Jersey Army hospital. 
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Constance Bennett, 59, 
Star of 47 Films, Dies 

Actress From Hollywood's Golden Era 
Victim of Cerebral Hemorrhage in East 

BY HARRY TRIMBORN 

TlmM StJff Wriltr 

Constance Bennett, who was born to the footlights 
<ind later became one of Hollywood's highest paid 
actresses by playing brittle society roles, died in a New- 
Jersey Army hospital, it was disclosed Sunday. 

The 59-year-old blonde sue- 

cumbed to a cerebral hemor- S irls had ever S oUen thal 

c . j • n- w much oefore. 
rhage Saturday m Ralston Bevond the usual Hollv . 

Army Hospital at r I. Dix. wood " law ?u i t> over con . 

At her side was her fifth tracts. Miss Bennett engaged 
husband, Brig. Gen. John in several memorable court 
Theron Coulter, 53, com- battles, 
mander of the New York One of the most unusual 
Defense Sector. u-as a legal fight to prove 

The diminutive actress that an adopted son was ac- 
who weighed less than 100 tually a child born to her and 
pounds was one of the her wealthy second hus- 
brightesl stars in the golden band. 

era of Hollywood that^began She lost that suit, but won 
with the talkies. She starred another in which she refused 
in 47 films. One of her best- to pay $3,500 to an interna- 
known roles was that of the tionaily known artist who 
female ghost in the famed had painted her portrait. 
"Topper" series. Born in New York 

In the decade before »i don't like it," she de- 
World War II. Miss Bennett dared in explaining whv she 
was constantly before the refused to pav him. 
public — on the screen, in Miss Bennett was born 



court and as a shrewd busi- 
nesswoman selling beauty 
through a brand of cosmetics 
that carried her name. 



Oct. 22. 1905 in New York 
City, the eldest of three 
daughters of actor Richard 
Bennett and his actress wife, 
Adrianne Morrison. Actress 
.Joan Bennett and the late 
Barbara Bennett were her 



Fashion Designer 

She also dabbled in real es- 
tate, the stock market and in 
fashion design as the origina- ~ * • , , 

tor of "Fashion Frocks." Her Mlss Bennett attended pn- 
interest in clothes led to her vate schools m this country 
■ frequent selections for "Best and Mmes - Balsans Finish- 
Dressed" lists in S School m Pans and was 

She was a sharp trader a belle of ^'y League college 
with the movie motxuls. 



Once, while film executives 
were stalled w^hile haggling 
over a $125,000 price she 
asked for a film, she calmly 
upped the figure to $300,000. 

She didn't quite get it. But 
the executives agreed to pay 
jthe figure for two films. 
None of Hollvwoods glamour 



dances and football games. 
It appeared she was on her 
way to becoming a matron 
of society. 

Then came a chance meet- 
ing with film producer Sa- 
muel Goldwyn. The venera- 
ble ironman of Hollywood 
met the teen-age beauty at 

Please Turn to Pff. 16, Col. 1 
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MISS BENNETT 



She became one of the first 
women film producers with 
"Madame Spy" in 1946. 
She also appeared in a 

number of stage productions, 
Continued from Third P»ee ! The executors of tne estate bcginning wilh Xoel Cow . 
'an Equity ball. Impressed | contended the boy had been ard . g „ Easy vir ,, Je » jn 1939 
>vith her pood looks, he adopted in England in 1930 ln recpnt y ^ n she appeare(J 
asked her to take a screen after the divorce became ft- j n tioc ^ productions, includ- 
j est nal. in? a highly successful tour 

From the start, she hv- Among Miss Bennett's in "Auntie Mame" in 1958. 

oa-srd the bi' Mr « umallv best known films were "Sal- Be? A d " h " husband. her 
.pa^sert tne du par., u.-urtiiy son p ptcr an( j her S]Rter 

assigned to beginners and '>'. "'ere anrt Mary, j oa n, she is survived by two 

: won important roles and Thing Cal,pf1 Lnve." "The otrl er children, Lvnda, 25. 

then ctarrinc ones ?™™ " anps ,. Hl ? h and anri <'.vle. b °™ to her 

then starring ones. "Three Faces East." and Roland. 

hut in U-i-i, sne an- ^j,.. p, PrinPU rP | Urn od to Funeral service* will be 
jinunced she would surren- Hollywood this year for her held in New York Citv Tues- 
rier her career tn become the first film after a long ah- Rurial will he in Arling- 
wife of Philip Morgan Plant, nee. playing with 1-ana ton National Cemetery, 

., , . ,u;„ Turner in a remake of Ma- Washineton 
neir to i railroad and ship- dame x _. Hep return was n"TgLon._ 

ping fortune. She didn t heralded by a gala party on 
keep the promise. the set of the film. Guests 

Married at IB were ama7 :f, d at \™ s,en<1er 

j i. and- vouthful the veteran 
■ Plant was her second hus- 

band. Her first was Chester _._ 

Moorhead, a college student 
she reportedly had married 
i-in a dare when she was Ifi. 
The marriage later was an- 
nulled. 

Her five rear-marriage to 
Plant ended in 1929. Two 
years later she married the 
Marquis de la Falaise de la 
Coudray, French-born film 
producer (known to his 
American friends as "Hank") 
and onetime husband of ac- 
tress Gloria Swanson. 

The third marriage lasted 
until 1940. Six months later 
Miss Bennett hecame ihp 
bride of Army 2nd Li. Gil- 
bert Roland, who left his 
film career for service in 
World War II. 

After another divorce, 
Miss Bennett married her 
fifth and last husband. 

At the time of their wed- 
ding in 1946. the new Mrs. 
Coulter vowed that the wed- 
ding ring the bridegroom 
slipped on her finger would 
never be taken off. 
, Once in 1945. in an oblique 
commentary on her sojourns 
to the altar, Miss Bennett (at 
the time unmarried) stated: 
■ "If the man can take it, ev- 
erything will be OK. But I 
am not so sure that my de- 
sign for living fits in with the 
conception of married life 
entertained by a male part- 
ner." 

In 1942. Miss Bennett bat- 
tled the estate of her second 
husband for a $550,000 share 
of the wealth he left for her 
son, Peter Bennett Plant, 
now 36. 

She declared that Peter, 
whom she had previously 
publicly acknowledged as 
adopted, was in fact her and 
Plant's natural son. The 
courts rejected her claim. An 
nut of court settlement later 
gave Peter $150,000 from the 
estate. 

Miss Bennett claimed Pe- 
ter had been born before her 
divorce from Plant became 
final and she had legally 
adopted him to avoid a possi- 
ble custody battle. 
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